Strategies to minimize background autofluorescence in live mice during noninvasive fluorescence optical imaging.
As small-animal fluorescence imaging becomes increasingly accessible to a broad spectrum of users, many lab animal researchers are just beginning to be exposed to its challenges. One setback to fluorescence imaging is background autofluorescence generated in animal tissue and in ingested food. The authors bring this issue into focus, and show how autofluorescence can be reduced in nude mice through selection of appropriate excitation wavelength and mouse diet.